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British Medical Association 


CURRENT NOTES 


The “ Revue Internaticnale” 

The November number of the Revue Internationale 
de Médecine Professionnelle et Sociale, which is the 
organ of the Association Professionnelle des Médecins, 
has just been received, and is a most _ interesting 
publication for all those who are concerned with 
questions of medical organization. It contains autobio- 
graphical notes on the representatives of the various 
bodies forming the A.P.I.M. ; a full report of the con- 
ference held at Budapest from September 10th to 13th, 
1931 ; the answers to a questionary “‘ Sur l’organisation 
méthodique de 1l’Assistance Médicale dans les régions 
turales ’’ ; and various notes on matters of international 
medical interest. The publication is in French, and the 
Medical Secretary of the British Medical Association would 
be glad to send a copy, so far as his supply goes, to those 
who are interested. The subscription to the Revue Inter- 
nationale, of which four numbers are published each year, 
is 4 Swiss francs per annum, which should be sent to the 
secretary of the A.P.I.M., Dr. F. Decourt, 95, Rue de 
Cherche-Midi, Paris, VIe. 


Association Notices 


KATHERINE BISHOP HARMAN PRIZE, 1932 
The Council of the British Medical Association is pre- 
pared to consider an award of the Katherine Bishop 
Harman Prize, of the value of £80, in the year 1932. 
The purpose of the prize is the encouragement of study 
and research directed to the diminution and avoidance 
of the risks to health and life that are liable to arise in 
pregnancy and child-bearing. Within this sphere com- 
petitors are free to select the work they wish to present. 
All medical practitioners registered in the British Empire 
are eligible to compete. Should no essay be, in the 
opinion of the Council, of sufficient merit, no award will 
be made, but the prize will again be offered in the year 
following ; in this event the money value will be increased. 
Each essay must be typewritten or printed in English. 
It must be distinguished by a motto, and accompanied 


by a sealed envelope marked with the same motto, and 
enclosing the candidate’s name and address. Essays 
must reach the Medical Secretary (to whom inquiries 
may be addressed), British Medical Association House, 
Tavistock Square, W.C.1, not later than December 3lst, 
1931. 


MIDDLEMORE PRIZE, 1932 

The Middlemore Prize consists of a cheque for £50 
and a certificate, and was founded by the late Richard 
Middlemore, F.R.C.S., of Birmingham, to be awarded 
for the best essay or work on any subject which 
the Council of the British Medical Association may from 
time to time select in any department of ophthalmic 
medigine or surgery. The Council is prepared to consider 
an award of the prize in the year 1932 to the author of 
the best essay on the following subject: ‘‘ Sympathetic 
ophthalmia before and after 1914.’ Essays submitted 
in competition must reach the Medical Secretary, B.M.A. 
House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, not later than December 
3ist, 1931. Each essay must be signed with a motto 
and accompanied by a sealed envelope, marked on the 
outside with the motto, and containing the name and 
address of the author. In the event of no essay being of 
sufficient merit, the prize will not be awarded in 1932. 


SIR CHARLES HASTINGS CLINICAL PRIZE 
The Sir Charles Hastings Clinical Prize, which consists 
of an illuminated certificate and a money award of fifty 
guineas, is again open for competition in respect of 1932. 
The following are the regulations governing the award: 


1. The prize is established by the Council of the British 
Medical Association for the promotion of systematic observa- 
tion, research, and record in gencral practice; it includes 
a money award of the value of fifty guineas. 


2. Any member of the Association who is engaged in general 
practice is eligible to compete for the prize. 


3. The work submitted must include personal observations 
and experiences collected by the candidate in general practice, 
and a high order of excellence will be required. If no essay 
entered is of sufficient merit no award will be made. 


4. Essays, cr whatever form the candidate desires his work 
to take, must be sent to the British Medical Association House, 
Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1, not later than December 
31st, 1931, and the prize will be awarded at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Asscciation to be held in London in 
luly, 1932. 
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5. No study or essay that has been published in the medical 
press or elsewhere will be considered eligible for the prize, and 
a contribution offered in one year cannot be accepted in any 
subsequent year unless it includes evidence of further work. 


6. If any question arises in reference to the eligibility of 
the candidate, or the admissibility of his or her essay, the 
decision of the Council on any such point shall be final. 


7. Each essay must be typewritten or printed, must be 
distinguished by a motto, and must be accompanied by a 
sealed envelope marked with the same motto, and enclosing 
the candidate’s name and address. 


8. The writer of the essay to whom the prize is awarded 
may, on the initiative of the Science Committee, be requested 
to prepare a paper on the subject for publication in the 
British Medical Journal or for presentation to the appropriate 
Section of the Annual Meeting of the Association. 


9. Inquiries relative to the prize should be addressed to 
the Medical Secretary. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD 

Essex BrancH: NortuH-East Essex Division.—A dinner, 
followed by a debate on a State Medical Service, will be held 
in the Red Lion Hotel, Colchester, on Thursday, January 
28th, at 7.30 p.m. Speaker for the motion, Mr. Somerville 
Hastings ; speaker against the motion, Dr. J. W. O’ Donovan, 
M.P. 


HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH: EAst HERTFORDSHIRE Divis1on.— 
A meeting of the East Hertfordshire Division will be held at 
the County Hospital, Hertford, on Wednesday, January 6th, 
1932, at 8.30 p.m. Mr. Gillespie will read a paper on the 
general practitioner and the acute abdomen. 


METROPOLITAN Counties BrancH: City Diviston.—A 
meeting of the City Division will be held at the Metropolitan 
Hospital, Kingsland Road, E., on Tuesday, January 5th, 
1932, at 9.30 p.m. Dr. Robert Hutchison will discuss juvenile 
rheumatism. 


METROPOLITAN CouNTIES BRANCH: Dtviston.— 
A meeting of the Woolwich Division will be held at the 
Woolwich War Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, January 5th, 
1932, at 8.45 p.m. Mr. H. V. Morlock will lecture on some 
points in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the chest. 
Non-members of the Division are invited. 


SOUTHERN BRANCH: PortTsMoUTH Division.—A meeting of 
the Portsmouth Division will be held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Southsea, on Thursday, January 14th, at 9.30 p.m., preceded 
by a supper at 9 p.m. (3s. 6d., including gratuities). An 
address will be given by Dr. Leonard Findlay, entitled 
‘“ Nutritional disease in infancy and its treatment.’’ Members 
from other Divisions will be heartily welcome. 


SouTH-WESTERN BRANCH: EXETER Divis1on.—A _ meeting 
of the Exeter Division will be held in the Library of the Royal 
Devon and Exeter Hospital on Thursday, January 14th, 1932, 
at 3.45 p.m. Mr. L. H. Williams (St. Mary’s Hospital) will 
lecture on modern methods of treating puerperal sepsis. 


SURREY BrancH: Division. — A 
meeting of the Kingston-on-Thames Division will be held at 
the Surbiton Hospital on Tuesday,. January 12th, 1932. 
Dr. H. C. Cameron will read a paper on the diagnosis and 
treatment of some disorders in infancy and_ childhood 
characterized by persistent vomiting. 


SURREY BrancH: RicHMonpd Diviston.—A meeting of the 
Richmond Division will be heid at the Royal Hospital, 
Richmond, on Friday, January 8th, 1932, at 9 p.m., when 
heart affections will be discussed. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: Dewspury Diviston.—A meeting of 
the Dewsbury Division will be held at the Carlton Club on 
Friday, January 8th, 1932, preceded by supper at 8.30 p.m. 
Dr. J. Stanley White will demonstrate cinematograph films on 
some recent aspects of biological therapy. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: ROTHERHAM DiIvistion.—A_ meeting 
of the Rotherham Division will be held on Friday, January 
8th, 1932. Mr. G. Wilkinson will give an account of the 
present position of the theory of hearing. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND 


CASTLEFORD Division.—A meeting of the Wakefield, Ponte- 
fract, and Castleford Division will be held at the Strafford 
Arms Hotel, Wakefield, on Thursday, January 7th, 1932, 
preceded by supper (3s.) at 7.45 p.m. Dr. J. Stanley White 
will demonstrate various films of medical interest. 
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Meetings of Branches and Divisions 


ABERDEEN BRANCH: ABERDEEN AND KINCARDINE Countigs 
Division 


The first scientific meeting of the recently formed Aberd. 

and Kincardine Counties Division, on November 19th re 
the form of a lecture by Dr. A. G. ANDERSON on the anaemias 
Dr. R. Bruce presided over an excellent attendance of about 
forty, including several members from the City of Abeaiga 
Division. 

Dr. Anderson dealt first with the confusion which had 
arisen in the minds of general practitioners about the nomen: 
clature of that type of anaemia affecting middle age and 
characterized by glossitis, achlorhydria, and a colour ‘index 
below 1, and variously known as chronic microcytic anaemia 
and achlorhydric chloranaemia. He traced the work done 
thereon by Faber and Witts, and instanced several interestin, 
cases of his own. An interesting subgroup showed marked 
symptoms of dysphagia. The differential diagnosis required 
a thorough investigation of the intestinal tract for carcinoma 
and ulcer, and a very full blood examination. Treatment by 
massive doses of iron yielded excellent results. Dr. Anderson 
spoke more briefly on pernicious anaemia, treating specially 
on the injection of liver extract where the patient would not 
retain it by mouth. 

A discussion followed, in which Professor Davipson and Dr, 
SKINNER took part. On the motion of Dr. Rorie, a vote of 
thanks was accorded to Dr. Anderson for his stimulating 
address. 


Batu, BRISTOL, AND SOMERSET BRANCH: EAST SOMERSE 
DIVISION 


A meeting was held at the Weston-super-Mare Hospital on 
December 6th, for the purpose of forming the new East 
Somerset Division of the Bath, Bristol, and Somerset Branch. 
Dr. Bristower, the convener, opened the meeting, and was 
voted to the chair ; there were fifteen members of the Branch 
present. 

It was decided that the Executive Committee should con- 
sist of ex officio, co-opted, and elected members. Dr. Mary 
Somers was appointed honorary secretary and treasurer, 
and Dr. Bristowe the representative in the Representative 
Body ; the election of chairman and vice-chairman was left 
for the Executive Committee. The secretary was asked to 
convene a meeting of the new Executive Committee in 
January. 


BrtRMINGHAM BRANCH: NUNEATON AND TAMWORTH DIVISION 


A meeting of the Nuneaton and Tamworth Division was held 
at the Nuneaton General Hospital on December 9th. The 
chairman, Dr. R. F. Jones, introduced Dr. ERNEsT Butmer, 
who gave a most interesting address on the menace of obesity. 
He emphasized the fact that weight, especially in relation to 
age, was an important factor in longevity, and showed by a 
graph the increase of mortality with increasing weight at one 
age period. He divided the causes of obesity into four 
groups: (1) exogenous—namely, the victim’s gluttony or 
physical inactivity or both ; (2) endocrine ; (3) central nervous 
system lesions ; and (4) constitutional—by far the largest and 
least understood, in which group were found those who could 
maintain their weight without regard to the usual caloric 
balance, and those who, for obscure reasons, had an increased 
tolerance and desire for carbohydrate. Treatment, he said, 
lay in a re-education of the patient’s perverted dietetic habits 
and appetites, so that he would be able to continue pet 
manently on a lower caloric intake. An accurately measured 
diet was required, calculated about 20 per cent. below the 
needs of the patient at his ideal weight. The endocrine group 
of cases required their appropriate replacement therapy. 

The value of his paper was greatly enhanced by an 
excellent set of charts and statistics compiled from various 
sources. Thus Dr. Bulmer was enabled to demonstrate very 
clearly the increase generally in the average weight of the 
people, the association of obesity and hyperpiesia, the increase 
of diabetes with age occurring only in the stout, and finally, 
that degenerative disease of a fatal nature in the heart, 
arteries, kidneys, and liver were two and a_ half times 
commoner in the obese than in the standard weights, and 
three and three-fifths times commoner than in the under 
weights. 

A discussion followed, in which several members took part, 
and a vote of thanks to Dr. Bulmer for his most interesting 
address was carried with enthusiasm. 


>. = 
at th 
| The ! 
Cole 
| Colen 
The 
Cha 
in Re 
Dr. J 
. Th 
cli 
held 
PEND 
x-Tay 
show 
‘ show 

The 
Asse’ 
the 
prest 
Ti 
Nov 
| were 
| In 
brie! 
diffe 
in 
: 
he 
| in I 
and 
| trea 
rout 
ecla 
| aim 
able 
= the 
suff 
forc 
exa 
| and 
bee 
uril 
syn 
hos 
| hac 
pre 
vot 
| 
pr 
in 
me 
ad 
or 
T 
Rr 
D 


RNAL 


Dec. 26, 1931] 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions 


SUPPLEMENT 10 THE 
-British Mepicat JouRNAL 335 


BiRMINGHAM BRANCH: WeEstT BROMWICH DIvISION 


The annual meeting of the West Bromwich Division was held 
at the District Hospital, West Bromwich, on December Ist. 
The meeting recorded with regret the death of Dr. W. E. 
Coleman, and the secretary was instructed to send to Miss 
Coleman a letter of sympathy. 

The following officers were elected for 1932: 

Chairman, Dr. L. A. Dingley. Vice-Chairman and Representative 
in Representative Body, Dr. C. W. Sharpley. Honorary Secretary, 
Dr. J. M. Mitchell. 

The newly appointed chairman, Dr. DincLey, conducted 
4 clinical demonstration, with special reference to the use 

of the halometer and the latest test for occult blood. 


Essex Brancn: Nortu-East Essex Division 
‘A clinical meeting of the North-East Essex Division was 
held at the Essex County Hospital on December Ist. Dr. 
PEeNDER SMITH, radiologist at the hospital, showed a series cf 
y-ray films of renal calculi. Four cases for diagnosis were 
shown by Mr. Rerp ; and Dr. Curt, physician io the hospital, 
‘showed ‘three medical cases. 


GIBRALTAR BRANCH 
The annual dinner of the Gibraltar Branch was held at the 
Assembly Rooms on November 18th, when Dr. L. H. Git, 
the president, was in the chair, and fourteen members were 
present. The event proved a great success. 


The November meeting was held at the Branch room on 
November 26th, when Dr. Gitr presided and eleven members 
were present. 

In an address on the toxaemias of pregnancy, Dr. Gill 
briefly outlined the theories explaining the causation of the 
different toxaemias associated with pregnancy, and dealt 
in detail with the two commonest—namely, hyperemesis 
gravidarum and eclampsia. In connexion with the former, 
he described two cases which had occurred in his practice 
in mother and daughter, both occurring late in pregnancy, 
and ending successfully in the birth of living infants. In 
treating this condition the lecturer had added insulin to the 
routine treatment. He gave ten units twice daily, preceded 
by the administration of sugar. In the treatment of 
eclampsia he followed the Dublin or Rotunda method, which 
aimed at promoting free elimination of toxins by every avail- 
able means. He never attempted to induce labour, but if 
the patient happened to be in the second stage and the os 
sufficiently dilated, he invariably hastened delivery with 
forceps. The lecturer insisted on the importance of weekly 
examination of the urine in the later weeks of pregnancy, 
and quoted a case in which, nine days after the urine had 
been found free, the patient had developed eclampsia and the 
urine became loaded with albumin, without any premonitory 
symptoms. In conclusion, he described the treatment in 
hospital of an actual case, in which both mother and child 
had survived. 

A lively discussion ensued, in which most of the members 
present took part, and the meeting terminated with a hearty 
vote of thanks to Dr. Gill for his interesting address. 


HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH: BARNET DIVISION 


A dinner meeting of the Barnet Division was held on December 
8th at Hadley Wood Golf Club, when fourteen members were 
present. 

_ After a few remarks by Dr. C. F. Harpre, the chairman, 
in the course of which he welcomed a new member, the 
meeting adjourned to the smoking room for an informal 
address by Dr. Lakin on anaemia. This was followed by 
a long discussion, and after a very pleasant evening the 
meeting closed with hearty thanks to the lecturer. 


HERTFORDSHIRE BrancH: St. ALBANS DivIsIon 
A well-attended meeting of the St. Albans Division was held 
on December 11th, under the chairmanship of Dr. J. J. Smiru. 
The following officers were appointed for 1931-32: 


Chairman, Dr. J. Smith. Vice-Chairman, Professor Swale 


Vincent. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. W. A. Fraser. 
Representative in Representative Body (Barnet and St. Albans), 
Dr. C. M. Scott. Charities Secretary, Dr. R. FE. Wilson. 

After the current business had been dealt with, Professor 
Swate Vincent opened a very interesting discussion with a 
Paper entitled ‘‘ Some remarks on endocrinology.”’ 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: PRESTON DivisIoN 
A general meeting of the Preston Division was held on 


. December 3rd, followed by a supper, when.a presentation was 


made to Dr. Walter Sykes, who has been honorary secretary 
of the Division for twenty-one years, and honorary secretary 
to the Local Medical and Panel Committee since its inception. 
The presentation took the form of a gold cigarette case and a 
cheque for fifty guineas, and is a token of the appreciation of 
his colleagues of the work Dr. Sykes has done for them for 
so long a period. 


METROPOLITAN CountIES BRANCH: City 

The annual dinner-dance of the City Division, held on 
December 3rd, was again a great success, when over 140 
members and their guests were present in the ballroom of the 
Park Lane Hotel. The Division was excellently catered for 
by the hotel management, and again this year Crudge’s 
Mayfair Orchestra contributed in large part to thé success of 
the dance, and the floor was as well filled at 2 a.m. as it had 
been at the commencement. <A charming and skilful cabaret 
turn by April Jane, from the Seven Royal Hindustanis 
Company, was widely applauded, and it is hoped that a short 
cabaret turn will become a feature of this attractive evening. 
The Division welcomed a most popular chairman in Dr. 
W. E. A. Worley, who presided, and was again indebted to. 
all its staunch annual supporters, a number of whom brought 
large parties, and to a number of newcomers, whom it looks 
forward to welcoming again next year. The Division welcomed 
as its official guests of the evening Dr. and Mrs. G. C. 
Anderson, Dr. G. Bousfield, Dr. and Mrs. Lucey, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. T. Payne, Dr. and Mrs. M. B. Ray, and Mr. and 
Mrs. H. J. Rutherford. Swaines of New Bond Street again took 
the dinner photograph, and copies (7s. 6d. each) can be 
ordered from them direct or through the Divisional secretary. 


Counties BrancH: LEwiIsHaM DIvIsIOoN 

A meeting of the Lewisham Division was held in the children’s 
ward of St. John’s Hospital, Lewisham, on December 3rd. 
Dr. JoHN GrppENs showed a series of babies admitted for 
malnutrition and wasting. All of them had gained weight 
on a diet of two-thirds cow’s milk, one-third water, along 
with cane sugar, orange juice, cod-liver oil, and tomato 
put through a_ sieve. He showed a girl who had 
suffered repeated attacks of massive collapse of the lung. 
Epigastric pain was the first symptom ; then the heart was 
displaced to the right side, as the left lung was always 
affected except once. Many x-ray plates- were shown of the 
patient during these attacks. It was suggested that the 
cause of the condition might be asthma. 


METROPOLITAN CounTIES BRANCH: NorTH MIDDLESEX 
Division 

There was a good attendance of members of the North 
Middlesex Division on December 2nd, when a visit was paid 
to the North Middlesex Hospital. Lieut.-Colonel SPENCER 
Morr, the medical superintendent, conducted the party over 
the new radium and «x-ray departments, and showed photo- 
graphs illustrating some of the results of radium treatment. 
A cinematograph film of the operation of Caesarean section, 
taken at the hospital, was also shown. The visitors were 
afterwards entertained to tea. On the motion of Dr. M. 
Manson, seconded by Dr. G. G. Macponatp, a vote of thanks 
was accorded to Colonel Mort for an interesting and instructive 
afternoon. 


METROPOLITAN CounTIES BrancH: SoutH-WestT Essex 
DIVISION 
A meeting of the South-West Essex Division was held at 
Woodford Jubilee Hospital on December Ist, when fourteen 
members were present. 

Mr. S. L. HiccGs gave a clear and practical lecture on some 
common disorders of the feet. These included infantile 
calcaneo-valgus, peroneal spasm, foot-strain, flat-foot, hallux 
rigidus, hammer-toe, and painful heels. The modern treat- 
ment of sprained ankle was also discussed. A short discus- 
sion followed. On the motion of Dr. VERE Hopce, seconded 
by Dr. Roscers, a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Higgs 
for his interesting address. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WESTMINSTER AND 
HOLBorRN 
A general meeting of the Westminster and Holborn Division 
was held at the Hotel Washington, Curzon Street, on 
December 3rd. About twenty members and guests were 
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present for dinner, which was followed by a discussion, opened 
by Mr. Winspury WHITE, on some interesting urological 
conditions, which he illustrated by many lantern slides of 
radiograms. Dr. AtnswortH Davis, Mr. Rowntree, Dr. 
Sruart Wess, Dr. WuItreHOuSE, Dr. Hay, and Mr. HOwELL 
Evans took part in the subsequent discussion. On the motion 
of the chairman, Dr. Mervyn THomson, a vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. Winsbury White for his most interesting 
and instructive paper. : 

The Honorary SECRETARY. drew the attention of members 
to the Centenary Meeting, and asked for names of ladies 
who would serve on a ladies’ committee. He also reminded 
them of the pressing needs of the Royal Medical Benevolent 
Fund. 


MIDLAND BRANCH: CHESTERFIELD DIVISION 


A meeting of the Chesterfield Division was held on November 
13th. Dr. A. C. S. Courts (honorary physician, Chesterfield 
Royal Hospital) gave the second of the series of winter 
lectures, entitled ‘‘ Medical aspects of peptic ulcers.’’ He 
intended that the address should be the opening of a dis- 
cussion, and dealt first with acute ulcers, more especially of 
the stomach, and emphasized the importance of remembering 
that such ulcers may themselves be symptomatic—that is, 
really due to some underlying cause elsewhere (for example, 
chronic appendicitis or cholecystitis). Passing on to chronic 
ulceration, he contrasted the two clinical pictures of gastric 
and duodenal ulcer, stressing the chief points in which they 
differed, and setting out also the various theories as to the 
causation of pain in these conditions. He then indicated 
some of the pitfalls and difficulties of differential diagnosis, 
the significance of relapses, and the importance of changes in 
symptomatology pointing to pyloric obstruction. 

In treatment Dr. Courts thought the actual details of diet, 
though of course important, were not nearly so much so as 
was their methodical application by both doctor and patient. 
After operation, too, the close co-operation of physician and 
surgeon was essential, at all events in the early months of 
convalescence. Turning next to gastro-jejunal ulceration, he 
suggested that the proper selection of cases would largely 
obviate this unfortunate sequel of gastro-enterostomy, espe- 
cially if a thorough eradication of septic foci was carried out 
prior to operation. Lastly, he mentioned a severe type of 
anaemia following gastro-enterostomy, of which he had seen 
several cases, all terminating fatally. 

A lively and interesting discussion ensued, in which the 
CHAIRMAN, Drs. Woop, EpLEeston, McKay, POooLer, SHEA, 
and Ropertson took part. On the motion of Dr. EDLEsTon, 
seconded by Dr. Niven Ropertson, a vote of thanks was 
accorded to Dr. Courts for his interesting address. 


NortH OF ENGLAND BRANCH: Morpetu Division 


On December 10th a complimentary dinner was given at the 
Medical Institute, Newcastle, to Dr. Frank Beaton (Ashington) 
by members of the Morpeth Division and a few other profes- 
sional friends. Dr. Beaton retired from practice on August 
Ist, and at the same time resigned his position as secretary 
of the Division, which he had held continuously since 1907— 
a period of twenty-four years. Dr. TinpaL (formerly of 
Bedlington Station), one of Dr. Beaton’s oldest colleagues, 
came specially from Aberdeenshire, and in a very felicitous 
speech, presented Dr. Beaton, in the name of the subscribers, 
with a silver salver (on which were engraved the autographs 
of the subscribers) and two cases of pipes and tobacco. A very 
enjoyable evening was spent. The Council of the Association 
has sent Dr. Beaton a parchment congratulating him on his 
long secretaryship. 

An ordinary meeting of the Division was held on December 
11th at the Grand Hotel, Ashington, when Mr. Irwix of the 
Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle, gave a very interesting 
talk on the orthopaedic treatment of injuries, with reference 
specially to such cases as frequently came under the care of 
the general practitioner—cut tendons, flat-foot, injuries to 
knee-joint, and fractures. At the close a number of cine- 
matograph films were shown, illustrating the use of novocain 
in the treatment of fractures, and the operation of making 
a new acetabulum in cases of hip-joint disease. There was 
also a film introducing individually the members of the staff 
of the Royal Victoria Infirmary. A hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded the lecturer. 

A letter was read from the chief constable of Northumber- 
land asking the opinion of the meeting whether he might, 
in the interests of economy, make a deduction of 10 per cent. 
from the remuneration of police surgeons. It was decided to 
agree to a 10 per cent. deduction on the net. fee after 
deducting 2s. for drugs, and that no deduction be made from 
mileage allowance. 


NORTHERN COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND BRANCH: BANFF 
AND NAIRN DIVISION 
The autumn meeting of the Banff, Moray, and Nairn Divisi 
was held in Cluny Hill Hydropathic, Forres, on September 
19th, when Dr. RogBerrson was in the chair and twel 
members were present. In his report on the Annual Re a 
sentative Mecting at Eastbourne Dr. Murray explained the 
different matters that had been dealt with by the meeting 
and in particular gave details of the decisions that had i 
arrived at on matters that might affect the Division An 
interesting discussion followed. On the motion of Dr 
RoBERTSON, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Dr 
Murray. The Cuarrman referred to the loss the Division 
had sustained in the death of Dr. Elder, and the secretary Bt: 
instructed to send a letter of sympathy to his widow, The 
question of having an annual lecture, to be followed by a 
dinner, was considered, and, as last year’s function had beg 
a great success, it was decided that arrangements should be 
made along similar lines this year. Atter the meetin; 
members and their guests, to the number of seventy-one 
lunched together in the hydropathic. In the afternoon two 
golf competitions were held for prizes presented by the chair. 
man and vice-chairman, and these were won by: Gentlemen's 
Competition : (1) Dr. Bethune, (2) Dr. Robertson ; Ladieg 
Competition : (1) Mrs. McDiarmid, (2) Mrs. Walls. 


Moray, 


A further meeting of the - Division was held in Gray’s 


Hospital, Elgin, on November 13th. Dr. Rosertson pre. : 


sided over an attendance of twenty members, and introduced 
Sir Joun Marnocu of Aberdeen, who gave a lecture on some 
reflections on the commoner surgical ailments. The speaker 
dealt with the diagnosis and treatment of many of the con. 
ditions met with in everyday practice. In particular, he 
reminded his audience not to lose sight of the value of 
making a complete clinical examination of the patient before 
calling in the aid of bacteriological and x-ray experts, who 
should be made use of, as far as possible, to confirm one’s 
diagnosis. He also dealt with the modern use of radium and 
radon needles in the treatment of carcinoma of the breast, 
and gave some particulars of the cases thus dealt with in 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. An interesting discussion followed, 
in which Drs. MurRAy, STEPHEN, Watson, IRONSIDE, and 
others took part. On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, Sir John 
Marnoch was accorded a hearty vote of thanks. 

The annual dinner was held in the evening in Austin’s 
Tea Rooms, Elgin, when twenty-one members and guests were 
present ; Sir John Marnoch was the guest of the evening, 
An apology for absence was intimated from Lord Provost 
Hamilton. Dr. Ropertson proposed the health of Sir Jouy 
Marnocu, who replied. The toast of ‘‘ The Guests,’’ proposed 
by Dr. Warson, was responded to by Mr. J. R. Hamtrtox, 
and Dr. SrepHEN acknowledged the toast of ‘‘ The Secretary,” 
proposed by Dr. Ironstpe. The final toast, that of ‘ The 
Chairman,’’ proposed by Dr. STEPHEN, was acknowledged by 
Dr. Ropertson. At the close of the evening the general 
impression was that the dinner had been the best for years, 
and tha@ the Division should go on having such annual 
functions. 


SoutTH MrpLranp BraANcH: NORTHAMPTONSHIRE DIVISION 
A well-attended meeting of the Northamptonshire Division 
was held at the Northampton General Hospital on December 
Ist: 

Dr. H. Stantey Banks (medical superintendent, City of 
Leicester Isolation Hospital and Sanatorium) lectured on 
recent work in the treatment of infectious diseases. He said 
that in the general treatment of fevers more attention was now 
paid to nursing on open verandas, ultra-violet light as a tonic, 
shorter periods of pap feeding, a balanced dietary, and ade- 
quate ward spacing, with isolation of cases which exhibited 
catarrhal discharges. Specific treatment had also improved. 
The serum produced in recent years was more concentrated 
and refined by removal of extraneous protein. Intravenous 
serum therapy was therefore more widely applicable. Dr. 
Banks showed slides illustrating the effect of intensive serum 
treatment of severe toxic diphtheria. In these extreme cases 
doses of 100,000 to 200,000 units of antitoxin were injected 
intravenously in a single dose. Repetition of doses of serum 
was not advocated as a rule. It was better to rely upon a 
single adequate dose. Scarlet fever was treated in Leicester 


by intravenous injection of Dick antitoxin in all cases with | 
definite faucial lesion, temperature, and rash, except in rare ~ 


instances where protein therapy was contraindicated. Ovet 
900 cases had been so treated in three and a_ half years. 
Complications were almost entirely eliminated ; there was 00 
desquamation if the injection was given up to the third of 
fourth day of the disease ; and the period of residence in the 
hospital was reduced on the average to nine to thirteen days 
Cerebro-spinal fever had also been treated by intensive intta 
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serum in receut years, as the serum then available 
ured to be only weakly specific. A strongly specific 
such as the univalent Type I serum produced in 
gave brilliant results. Quite recently a good Type I 
ad again been produced. The lecturer concluded by 
sowing “slides illustrating the treatment of erysipelas by ultra- 
light. 

Bice discussion which followed, the fatality of haemor- 
nagic diphtheria was mentioned. Dr. Banks had seen a 
somber of cases recover after intensive serum treatment. In 
mn of these the haemorrhagic spots appeared some hours after 
yministration of the serum. Success in a case exhibiting 
jgemorrhagic spots before treatment was believed to be very 


rare. 


SoutH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH: SWANSEA 
Division 

4 meeting of the Swansea Division was held on November 
19th, when, by the courtesy of Dr. URBAN Marks, the evening 
yas occupied by the demonstration of a succession of cine- 
natograph films, which included “‘ The action of the normal - 
pert,” ‘‘ The technique of local anaesthesia,’’ a comedy film, 
and a most interesting film illustrating a trip to the Mediter- 
ranean. Dr. Marks was heartily thanked for an evening 
yhich proved entertaining as well as instructive. : 


_ At a further meeting of the Division on December 3rd, 

Dr. Kinron read a paper on the early symptoms and signs 

of pulmonary tuberculosis. He covered the large subject 

very fully in the short time at his disposal, and emphasized 

how important the early diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis 

was with regard to the success of the future treatment. In 

his opinion, more could be learnt by a careful taking of the - 
history of the patient than was generally practised, and he 

often placed more reliance on this than on the presence or 

absence of many of the signs. An interesting discussion 

followed, and Dr. Kinton was heartily thanked for providing - 
one of the best papers ever read to the Division, it being the 

result of his own large experience, and not a summary of 

other people’s. 
SUFFOLK BrAncH: West SUFFOLK DIVISION 

The armistice dinner of the West Suffolk Division was held 

on November 14th, and was, as usual, well attended, twenty- 

one members and twenty-one guests being present. This 

function seems to lose none of its popularity, and a most | 
enjoyable evening was spent. 
The sixth autumn post-graduate course finished on 
November 29th, and the Division is much indebted to the 
following consultants, who were kind enough to give up a 
week-end and take part in the course: Dr. C. E. Lakin, 
Sir Charlton Briscoe, Dr. Donald Paterson, Sir Thomas 
Horder, Mr. A. W. Bourne, and Mr. C. P. G. Wakeley. The 
average attendance was eighteen ; this would probably have 
been higher but for fog, which on some occasions made it 
dificult for country members to attend. 


SURREY BRANCH: KINGSTON-ON-THAMES DIVISION 

A general meeting of the Kingston-on-Thames Division was 
held at Surbiton Hospital on December 8th. 

Dr. G. MacDonaLpb gave an address on osteopathy in 
practice, and explained that owing to the lack of registra- 
tion in this country it was impossible to control the degree 
of training possessed by the osteopath, and this led to a large 
number of quacks. He denied that real osteopaths ever 
seriously believed that ‘‘a bone was out of place,’’ and 
Gefined the osteopathic lesion as one consisting primarily of 
a jomt with limited movement, and corresponding tension 
in the surrounding tissue, resulting in pressure on the nerves, 
There was a considerable volume of discussion, in’ which 
Drs. A. E. Evans, DanteL, CLARKE, WATERFIELD, HOLLins, 
Morgan, MacDonaLp, Cope, Cran, Gorrre, Luxis, and 
Guymer took part. The meeting closed with a hearty vote 
of thanks to Dr. MacDonald. 


SurREY Brancu: RicHMOND Division 

A meeting of the Richmond Division was held at the Royal 
Hospital on December 11th, when the chairman, Mr. J. W. 
HEEKEs, presided, and nine other members were present. 

Dr. Recinatp Hirron read a paper on some less obvious 
fects of thyroid disease. As instances of thyroid deficiency 


he mentioned irregularity of menstruation (chiefly menorrhagia 
and dysmenorrhoea), muscular swellings and pain, pains in 
Joints and at the back of the neck. He said that though all 


these symptoms might be due to other causes, hyperthyroidism 


Books Added -to the Library 


should be looked for. 


Dr. VAUGHAN PENDRED contended that 
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amenorrhoea never disturbed anyone and needed no treatment, 
but this view did not meet with approval. — 

Questions on dosage, and the effects of combining ovarian 
extract with thyroid, and the giving of parathyroid, were 
asked by Drs. Duntop, Ropertson, CLARK, Newton, and 
Horstey. Dr: Hirton expressed the opinion that neither 
ovarian extract nor parathyroid given by mouth had any 
effect whatever. The CHAtRMAN discussed several points of 
the lecture, and thanked Dr. Hilton for his very interesting 
address. 


Sussex BrancH: CHICHESTER AND WorRTHING Division 
A meeting of the Chichester and Worthing Division was held 
in the Burlington Hotel, Worthing, on December 2nd, when 
Dr. F. H. ALEXANDER was in the chair, and thirty-eight other 
members and guests were present. 

The SecRETARY read several communications from the Head 
Office. Dr.G. J. Soputan (London) read a paper on menor- 
rhagia, and the subsequent discussion was taken part in by 
Drs. SEyMour, Hutcuinson, WitsHaw, Boutton My es, and 
BARRINGTON Prowse. Thereafter Dr. G. C. ANDERSON, 
Deputy Medical Secretary, explained the scheme of the 
National Ophthalmic Treatment Board, urging all practi- 
tioners to take advantage of the scheme as recommended by 
the British Medical Association. Many questions were asked, 
and were answered by Dr. Anderson. 

Dinner was served in the hotel, and,-as this meeting took 
place on the nearest convenient date to St. Andrew's Day, 
the dinner was ‘‘ real Scotch ’’ in character. The haggis was 
borne aloft round the room by the SEcRETARY, who, after 


placing it in front of the chairman, gave Burns’s ‘‘ Address to 


a Haggis.’’ The toast of ‘‘ The British Medical Association ”’ 
was proposed by Dr. L. A. Parry, and Dr. ANDERSON replied. 
The healths of the secretary and of the chairman were also 
proposed and responded to. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: LEEDS Division 
The first meeting of the session of the Leeds Division was 
held in the Medical School on November 27th. 

Mr. W. GouGH gave an address on minor gynaecological 
complaints. After pointing out that no complaints centring 
round the genital tract appeared minor to the patient, the 
lecturer proceeded to deal with dysmenorrhoea, leucorrhoea, 
uterine displacements, sterility, and pruritus. The lecture 
was much appreciated by the members present. 


BOOKS ADDED TO THE LIBRARY 


The following books were received by the Library of the 

British Medical Association during October and November: 

Addis, T., and Oliver, J.: Renal Lesions in Bright’s Disease. 1931. 

Almquist, E.: Grosse Biologen. 1931. 

Ashhurst, A. P. C.: Surgery, its Principles and Practice. 
edition. 1931. 

Auclair, J.: Vaccination Préventive et Curative du Cobaye et cu 
Lapin contre la Tuberculose Humaine. 1930. 

Berry, R. J. A., and Gordon, R. G.: Mental Defective. 1931. 

Blanchard, M.,° and Toullec, F.: Les Grands Syndromes en 
Pathologie Exotique. 1930. 

Blum, L., and Van Caulaert, C.: Le Rdle du Sel dans les Néphrites. 


Fourth 


1931. 

Blunt, K., and. Cowan, R.: Ultraviolet Light and Vitamin D in 
Nutrition. 1930. 

Bonar, J.:- Theories of Population from Raleigh to Arthur Young. 
1931. 


Bose, Sir J. C.: Life Movements in Plants. 1931. 

Bourne, G.: ‘Medical History and Case Taking. 1931. 

Brault, A.: Le Glycogéne. 1930. 

Browne, A. R. I.: Medical Electricity for Students. Third edition. 
1931. . 

Cathala, J.: Pathologie du Nourrisson. 1931. 

Caudwell, I.: Damien, the Leper Saint. 1931. 

Cawadias, A. P.: Modern Therapeutics of Internal Diseases. 1931. 

Cheval, M.,. and Dustin, A. P.: Théorie ‘et Pratique de la 
Télécuriethérapie. 1931, 

Chittenden, R. H.: Development of Physiological Chemistry in the 
United States. 1930. 

Clerc, A., and others: Problémes Actuels de Pathologie Médicale. 
1931. 

Cole, F. J.: Early Theories of Sexual Generation. 1930. 

Craciun, E. C.: La Culture des Tissus en Biologie Expérimentale. 
1931. 

Da Costa, J. C., Selections from the Papers and Speeches of. 1931. 


De Garis, M. C.: Theory of Obstetrics. 1930. 
Dingwall, E. J.: Girdle of Chastity. 1931. : 
Drachter, R., and Grossmann, J. R.: Chirurgie des Kindesalters. 


Third edition. 1930. 


Dugdale, J. N.: How to Keep Healthy in the Tropics. 1930. 


Dugdale, J. N.: Health in Hot Climates. Second Edition. 1931. 
Eckstein, G.: Noguchi. 1981. 

Economo, C. von: Encephalitis Lethargica. 1921. 

Ellis, H.: Man and Woman. Sixth edition. 1930. 

Freud, A.: Introduction to Psycho-Analysis for Teachers. 1931. 
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Gardner, A. D.: Microbes and Ultramicrobes. 1931. ; 
Gellhorn, E. (Editor): Lehrbuch der allgemeinen Physiologie. 1931. 
Giroux, R., and Kisthinios, N.: Les Extraits Pancréatiques Correspondence 
Désinsulinés en Thérapeutique. 1931. 


Glaister, J.: Study of Hairs and Wools. 1931. 


Grashey, R.: Atlas chirurgisch-pathologischer Réntgenbilder. 
Third edition. 1981. 
Gray, J.: Text-Book of Experimental Cytology. 1931. 


Greenwood, A. W. (Editor): Proceedings ef Second International 
Congress for Sex Research, 1930. 1931. 

Greig, D. M.: Clinical Observations on the Surgical Pathology of 
Bone. 1981. 

Harrison, L. W.: Diagnosis and Treatment of Venereal Diseases. 
Fourth edition. 1931. 

Hertzler, A. E.: Surgical Pathology of the Diseases of Bones. 1931. 

Hewitt, L. F.: Oxidation-Reduction Potentials in Bacteriology and 
Biochemistry. 1981. 

Hinsie, L. E.: Treatment of Schizophrenia. 

Holmes, B.: Cancer and Scientific Research. 

Holmes, G. W., and Ruggles, H. E.: 
Fourth edition. 1931. 

Homans, J.: Text-book of Surgery. 1931. 

Howard, G. E.: Early English Drig Jars. 

Howe, E. G.: 


1930. 
1931. 
Roentgen Interpretation. 


1931. 


Motives and Mechanisms of the Mind. 1991. 


Howell, W. H.: Text-Book of Physiology. Eleventh edition. 1990. 

Hughes, E.: Seasonal Variation in Man. 1931. 

a Labour Office: Occupation and Health. Vol. i, A-M. 
930. 

Jaensch, E. R.: Eidetic Imagery. 1930. 

Kaplan, I. I.: Practical Radiation Therapy. 1951. 

Kudo, R. R.: Handbook of Protozoclogy. 1931. 

Laschi, G.: Tecnica Radiediagnostica. 1930. 

Leray, J.: Embonpoint et Obésité. 1931. 

Leunbach, J. H.: Birth Control, Abortion, and Sterilization. 1930. 

Line, W.: Growth of Visual Perception in Children. 1981. 

Lloyd, W.: Hay-Fever, Hay-Asthmia. Third edition. 1931. 


Loewenberg, S. A.: 
Second edition. 

Lynch, K. M.: 
19390. 


Diagnostic Methods in Internal 
1931. 


Protozoan Parasitism of the Alimentary Tract. 


Lyttleton, E.: Our Superconscious Mind. 1931. 
Mannin, E.: Common-Sense, and the Child. 1981. 
Marston, W. M.: Integrative Psychology. 1931. 
Miller, C. J.: An Introduction to Gynecology. 1931. 
Morley, J.: Abdominal Pain. 1931. 

Nattrass, F. J.: Commoner Nervous Diseases. 1931. 
Nobécourt, P.: Clinique Médicale des Enfants. 1981. 


Normanton, H.: Trial of A. A. Rouse. 1921. 

Note-Book of Edward Jenner, with an intrcduction by E: D. 
Drewitt. 1931. 

Nott, H. W.: Thyroid and Manganese Treatment. 1931. 

Orla-Jensen: Dairy Bacteriology. Second edition. 193}. 

Paoli, J., and others: Actualités Médico-Chirurgicales. 1920. 

Pauchet, V., and. Dupret, S.: Pocket Atlas of Anatomy. Second 
edition. 1931. 


Paulhan, F.: Laws of Feeling. 1930. 


Piette, E. C.: Text-Book of Histology. 1931. 

Pighini, G.: Viagga ed Escursioni scientifiche di Lazzaro 
Spallanzani. 1929. 

Poumailloux, M.: Le Pouls Alternant. 1931. 

Ravasini, C.: Pielografia Ascendente e Pielografia  Discendente. 
1931. 

Read, B. E.: Chinese Materia Medica, Animal Drugs. 1931. 

Read, J.: An Introductien to Organic Chemistry. 1931. 


Reid, E. G.: The Great Physician. 1931. ° 


Reik, T.: Ritual: Psycho-Analytic Studies. 1931. 
Rudolf, M.: L’Hypochlorémie. 1931. 
Russell, W. K.: Ultra-Violet Radiotherapy. 1930. 


Sainsbury, H.: Cardiac Cycle. 1931. 
Sanarelli, G.: I] Colera. 1921. 


Schmidt, L.: Clinical Aspects and Treatment of Articular Rheum- 


atism. 1931. 
Schmitz, E.: Kurzes Lehrbuch der Chemischen Physiologie. Third 
edition. 1931. 


Shumway, W.: Text-Book of General Biology. 1931. 


Simons, E.: Die Krebsgeschwulst. 1931. 
Small, J.: Practical Botany. 1931. 
Smith, S.: Forensic Medicine. 1981. 


Stern, W.: Psychology of Early Childhood. 

Stieglitz, E. J.: Arterial Hypertension. 1930. 

Talbot, F. B.: Treatment of Epilepsy. 1931. 

Taylor, J. (Editor): Selected Writings of John Hughlings Jackson. 
Vol. 1931. 

Todd, J. C., and Sanford, A. H.: Clinical Diagnosis by Laboratory 
Methods. Seventh edition. 1931. 

Turner, Sir G.: Unorthodox Reminiscences. 1931. 

Underwood, E. A.: Manual of Tuberculosis for Nurses. 


Second edition. 1939. 


1931. 


Walscheid, A. J.: Abdomino-Pelvic Diagnosis in Women. 1931. 

Warwick and Tunstall’s First Aid. Thirteenth edition. Edited by 
Nichols. 1931. 

Watson, J. B.: Behaviorism. Second edition. 1931. 

Wentworth, H. A.: Quantitative Study of Achromatic and 
Chromatic Sensitivity from Center to Periphery of the Visual 
Field. 1930. 

Winslow, C. FE. A.: Health on the Farm and in the Village. 1931. 

Wishart, G. M.: Groundwork of Biophysics. 19281. 

Wohl, M. C.: Bedside Interpretation of Laboratory Findings. 1931. 

Wolter, F.: Die Entstehungsursachen der Pforzheimer Typhus- 


epidemie von 1919. 1930. 
Woods, A.: Dangerous Drugs. 1931. 


1931. 


Yates, A. L.: Modern Treatment of Nasal Catarrh. 


Medicine. 4 


THE NORTH LANCASHIRE AND SOUTH 
WESTMORLAND BRANCH 

Srr,—As this Branch will be discontinued at the eng : 
the year, will you permit me, before my honorary SeCretaryshs 
is finished, to thank those members of the Furness, Lan 
and Kendal Divisions who have done their best to help ng 
during my years in office. There have always been mem} 
some unfortunately now gone, who could be trusted to Mify 
meetings successful, and to do their utmost to help in every 
way possible. The Association owes much to such members 
1 am, etc., 


Barrow-in-Furness, Dec. 16th. Joun LIviNGstoy, 


National Insurance 

THIRD VALUATION OF APPROVED SOCIETIES 
The report by the Government Actuary (Sir Altre 
Watson) on the third valuation of the assets and liabilitiy 
of the approved societies, under the National Heal 
Insurance Act, was issued last week.' The valuatigg 
relate, in sections, to the position of the societies x 
December 31st, 1927, 1928, and 1929 respectively. 

The number of societies and branches covered by thy 
valuations is 7,608, with a membership of 10,816,420 ma, 
and 5,427,121 women ; 21 per cent. of the women we 
married. These numbers are exclusive of 136,602 recently 
married women who had left insurable employment ani 
were entitled to certain temporary benefits, and of 896, 
persons aged over 65, who, generally, were in receigt 
of pensions under the Contributory Pensions Act ¢ 
1925, and had ceased to be insured for sickness an 


disablement benefits, though remaining entitled to medic 
benefit. 

The figures show that in the period (generally five yean) 
since the second valuations were taken the number ¢ 
insured men increased by 10.3 per cent., and that d 
insured women by 13.3 per cent. Less than one-half q 
this large increase is accounted for by the growth d 
population. Prominent among other causes to whichi 
is attributed are the large influx of voluntary contributor, 
consequent upon the encouragement given to this class¢d 
insurance by the Widows’, Orphans’, and Old Age Cor 
tributory Pensions Act, and the considerable numbers why 
have become insured as the result of the movement d 
industry and the development of new industries. 

The benefit funds of the societies at the valuation dats 
amounted to £156,023,648, and the broad result of the 
valuations is to indicate strong financial position 
Surpluses amount in total to £36,638,344, and deficiencies 
to £847,667, a total net surplus of £35,790,677 thus beig 
shown. The net surplus carried forward from the second 
valuations was approximately £23,300,000, and the growta 
of surplus during the intervening period is therefore about 
£12,500,000. Surpluses were shown on the valuation a 
7,001 societies and branches, and deficiencies were brought 
out in 418 cases ; 189 valuations showed an equality d 


| assets and liabilities, but it is explained that in neati 


all of these cases solvency had been produced by speci 
grants under the Act of 1926. Contingencies funds in th 
possession of the societies concerned produced som 
£340,000 for the reduction of deficiencies, leaving about 
£500,000 as a potential charge on the central fund undef 
the control of the National Health Insurance Joist 
Committee. 


DIsPposaPBLE SURPLUS: ADDITIGNAL BENEFITS 
The surplus certified as disposable amounted to 
£19,811,266, a total of £16,827,078 being carried forwal 


as reserve; this latter sum was increased by 


1Cind. 3978. H.M. Stationery Office. (1s. 6d.) 


to the f 
and he | 
recent 
sary to 
are con 
are reta 
required 
to 10s. 
js. If 
present 
of Is. 6 
In layit 
the rate 
points « 
pected 
weeks ( 
claims 
only 15 
age of | 
The 1 
ciated i 
less fav 
able to 
persons 
societies 
women 
sex bei 
existing 
howeve 
surance 
able ex 
where j 


a 
4 
| about 9 
| cases, Te 
| and, in 
| expende 
| gample 
yaluatio: 
| The re 
benefit, 
maintait 
| | will ceas 
| of the 
| | remains 
societies 
| addition 
yaluatio 
| “Tn an 
to the 
| of all ty 
alone is 
separate 
| mainly 
yaluatio 
ablemen 
| of the 
| of wom 
| per cen 
| actuaria 
| | is itself 
| than it 
| to men 
| | led to 1 
| 
| 
x 


by the 
20 mea, 
en wer 
recently 


ent and 


National ‘Insurance 


SUPPLEMENT to THe 
British MEpIcaL JOURNAL 


339 


45,000,000 in contingencies funds, the total surplus carried 
x to the fourth valuation thus approaching £22,0090,000. 
6 number of societies and branches ‘wherein disposable 
surplus was certified was 6,263, with a membership of 
out 9,500,000 men, and 2,100,000 women. In these 
uo representing 88 per cent. of all the insured men, and 
‘rcent. of the insured women, the disposable surplus 
as sufficient on the average to increase the normal sick- 
ess and disablement benefits of the members entitled by 
% per cent. and the maternity benefit by 18 per cent., 
ind, in addition, to permit of nearly 5s. per member being 
pended annually in benefits of the treatment type—for 
gample, dental benefit. The schemes of additional benefit 
ill cover the period (generally five years) until the fourth 
valuations are completed. 
The report states that the average amount of additional 
jenefit, in its various forms, which can now be provided is 
cent. of that granted on. the second valuation. 
Increased additional benefits will be secured by 2} million 
rsons, While for 2? millions the previous rates will be 
maintained. Reductions are required in the case of 
millions, and societies and branches with 4} millions 
will cease to receive such benefits except in so far as any 
of the surplus appropriated after the second valuation 
mains unspent ; about 425,000 persons are members of 
gcieties and branches which have been unable to grant 
additional benefits after either the second or third 


valuation. 


FUTURE OF WoMEN’S INSURANCE 
‘In an analysis of the valuation results with referenc 
to the sex of the members it is shown that in societies 
of all types the average surplus of men who are insured 
alone is about twice the average of women who are 
sparately insured. This striking difference is ascribed 
mainly to the heavy claims of women. Over the inter- 
valuation period the claims of men for sickness and dis- 
ablement benefits were, respectively, 92 and 90 per cent. 
of the provision made in the financial basis ; in the case 
of women the corresponding figures were 104 and 138 
pr cent. In this connexion it is pointed out that the 
actuarial provision for sickness and disablement benefits 
itself about 60 per cent. greater in the case of women 
than it would have been if the rates of sickness applicable 
omen had been employed. The Government actuary is 
led to the conclusion that the whole position in regard 
to the future of women’s insurance requires consideration, 
and he indicates, on the basis of the sickness experience of 
recent years, the extent of the remedial measures neces- 
sary to restore soundness to the system so far as women 
are concerned. He estimates that if the present benefits 
ae retained an additional weekly contribution of 1}d. is 
required ; alternatively, the present contribution—namely, 
Sid.—is sufficient if sickness benefit is reduced from 12s. 
to 10s. per week and disablement benefit from 7s. 6d. to 
is. If the contribution were increased by 1d. a week the 
present sickness benefit might be retained, but a reduction 
of ls. 6d. a week in disablement benefit would be needed. 
In laying stress upon the special need for a reduction in 
the rate of disablement benefit in the case of women, he 
points out that, although protracted claims are not ex- 
pected in any volume in early life, the total number of 
weeks of claim for this benefit is equal to that of the 
caims for sickness benefit notwithstanding the fact that 
oly 15 per cent. of all the women insured are over the 
age of 45. 


The report shows that where men and women are asso- 
ciated in common insurance funds the valuation results are 
kss favourable to men and correspondingly more favour- 
able to women than those in comparable funds insuring 
Ptsons of one sex only. Since the second valuation, 
societies and branches insuring 2,651,890 men and 1,736,453 
women have divided their funds, the members of each 
*x being allotted their due proportion of the surplus 
‘xisting at the date of separation. There still remain, 


however, 4,659,635 persons of both sexes in common in- 
surance, and it is suggested that in view of the unfavour- 


able experience of women the funds should be separated, 
where practicable, in these cases. 


Causes oF DEFICIENCY 

Much light is thrown upon the causes of deficiency by a 
study of the statistics relative to the cases of ‘‘ appre- 
hended deficiency ’’ which have been reported to the 
departments in connexion with the question of grants 
under Section 3 of the Act of 1926. The full amount of 
retrogression in these cases is stated to be about 
£2,750,000, of which only 25 per cent. is attributable to 
the operation of the Economy Act. The main causes of 
decline are the heavy claims for sickness and disablement 
benefit and the shortage of contributions which have been 
experienced. Sickness benefit has cost 24 per cent. more 
than the provision made for it, while the excess in the 
cost of disablement benefit has been 48 per cent. Contri- 
bution receipts have only reached 88 per cent. of the 
requirement of the valuation basis. It is shown that of 
the insured men in this group 582,000 were in societies 
and branches consisting wholly or partly of workers in the 
coal-mining industry. Remarkable figures are given as to 
the increase of the claims in these cases during the year of 
the coal dispute (1926). In one section, composed entirely 
of mine workers, the claims for sickness benefit in 1925 
were £275,000. In 1926 the total rose to £441,000 ; in 1927 
it fell back again to £265,000. In a section consisting in 
part only of coal workers the corresponding figures were 
£231,000, £363,000, and £230,000. The inference is 
drawn that in the seven months over which the dispute 
extended the claims for sickness benefit were at double 
the rate to which the societies concerned were accustomed. 
To the resulting strain has to be added the serious loss 
produced by the suspension of health insurance contribu- 
tions during the period of the stoppage. No adequate 
reasons have been discovered for the excessive claims 
among the women in the deficiency group ; 400,000 of 
these were in societies or funds which had retrogressed 
to the extent of £640,000, of which no more than £80,000 
could be ascribed to the effects of the Economy Act. 
After recognizing that in some cases losses may have 
resulted from an undue proportion of cases of protracted 
incapacity having fallen on small branches, the actuary is 
unable to avoid the conclusion that to a considerable 
extent the deficiency cases consist of societies and branches 
whose administration falls definitely below the general 
standard. ‘ 


‘EFFECTS OF UNEMPLOYMENT 

Discussing the effect of the widespread unemployment 
during the period under review, the actuary points out that 
the aggregate receipts from contributions fell short of the 
valuation standard by about £7,000,000, of which loss a 
substantial part was recouped by grants from the balance 
of unclaimed stamps which were given to assist insured 
persons suffering from protracted unemployment, and by 
payments or reductions of benefit, in commutation cf 
arrears, in other cases. In this connexion it is indicated 
that while, under concessions given by the Act of 1928, 
full benefits are now being paid regardless of arrears aris- 
ing from unemployment, less than 90 per cent. of the 
contributions necessary to provide these benefits is being 
collected, and that a continuance of this experience cannot 
fail to have a very adverse effect on the finances of the 
scheme. 


GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 

The general conclusion reached is that while the position 
revealed by the valuation is one of some complexity its 
predominant feature is the magnitude of the aggregate 
surplus and the substantial additional benefits inuring to 
a large proportion of the insured population. While it is 
true that on the whole some reduction from the level of 
additional benefits previously paid is required, these 
benefits are still in many cases considerably greater than 
anything which was envisaged when the scheme was 
framed. Stress is laid on the large amount of the surplus 
which has been carried forward, with the effect of strength- 
ening the reserves of the societies concerned, and in regard 
to many of them promoting a legitimate expectation that 
zlditional benefits will be continued after the fourth and 
subsequent valuations. 
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Irish MepicaL Secretary: 16, South Street, Dubin 
TERRITORIAL ARMY Royar ArMy (Telegrams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4,./ Dublin)” Dublin 
7 Captain A. W. Uloth, M.C., from Active List, to be Captain. Diary of the Association 
Royat Arr Force Reserve: Mepica Brancu DECEMBER 
_ Flight Lieutenant f. W. G. Smith relinquishes his commission on | 30 Wed. London: Hospitals Committee, 2.30 p.m. rege | 
completion of service. 
JANUARY 
= 5 Tues. London: Organization Committee, 2.30 p.m. gi} 
f City Division: Metropolitan Hospital, Kingsland 
a VACANCIES 9.30 p.m. Paper by Dr. Robert Hutchison, ™ 
Accrincton: Victoria Hosprtar.—H.S. Woolwich Division: Woolwich War Memorial Hospital, 
BrrMinGHAM: Miptanp Hospitrar.—H.S. 8.45 p.m. Lecture by Mr. H. V. Morlock. . 
BRECONSHIRE County Councit.—County M.O.H. (male). 6 Wed. East Hertfordshire Division: County Hospital, Hertfort, 
Bricuton: Royvat Sussex County Hospitrat.—C.H.S. (male). 8.30 p.m. Paper by Mr. Gillespie. 
Burniey: Vicrorta Hospitar.—two H.S3. (males). 7 Thurs. London: Insurance Acts Committee, 11.30 a.m, 
Royat Victorta Hospitar.—Senior and Junior Wakefield, Ponteiract, and Castleford Division; 
RMO’s. Strafford Arms Hotel, Wakefield, 7.45 p.m. Supper 


Hespital. 8 Fri. Dewsbury Division: Carlton Club, 8.30 p.m. Supper, 
Hastincs: Royat East Sussex County Hosprrar.—Hon. Anaes- Royal Hespital, 
thetist. Rotherham Division: Rotherham. Paper by Mr & 
Hospitat For Sick CHiLtpren, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.—Part- Wilkinson, 7H 
time J.C.O. (male). 12 Tues. Kingston-on-Thames Division: Surbiton Hospital, Paper 
Ipswicu: East SUFFOLK aND IpswicH Hospitat.—C.O. (male). _ by Dr. H. C, Cameron, 
University oF tHE Woirwatersranp.—Senior | Thurs. Exeter Division: Library, Royal Devon and Exeter 


SUPPLEM, 


' ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 
Surgeon Lieutenants F. C. M. Bamford to the Dolphin ; Jos 
Cusack to the Bruce; J. J. Benson to the Magnolia. 
Royvat Navat VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Probationary Surgeon Lieutenant W. Lennon to the Rodney. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 
Lieutenant (prov. Captain) J. W. Kendall is placed on the half- 
pay list on account of ill-health. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY 
Rovat Army Mepicat Corps 
Captain M. R. Coolican resigns his commission. 
R. Woodside (late Officer Cadet, Glasgow University Contingent, 
Senior Division, O.T.C.) to be Lieutenant. 


Hatrrax County BorouGcu.—Medical Superintendent at St. Luke’s 


Lecturer in Anatomy. 
Epwarp Memoriat Hospitat, Ealing.—Senior R.M.O. 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HE 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secr 
Business Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westcent, Lagi! 
Mepicat Secretary (Telegrams: Medisecra Westcent, London) 
Epitor, Mepicat Journat (Telegrams: Aitiol 
London). Werte 
Telephone numbers of British Medical Association and- Brit, 


Medical Journal, Museum 9861, 9862, 9863, and inte 
exchange, four lines). = (interna 


Scorrisu 


burgh. (Telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh, 
Edinburgh.) Tel 


British Medical Association 
USE 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1 ee 


Departments 


Mepicat Secretary: 7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edin 


Paper by Dr. J. Stanley White. 


Hospital, 3.45 p.m. Lecture by Mr. L. H. Williams 
Portsmouth Division: Queen’s Hotel, Southsea, 9 pam, 


Supper. Address by Dr. Leonard Findlay. 


LancasHire Country Councit.—Dental Surgeon. 2 
— 28 Thurs. North-East Essex Division: Red Lion Hotel, Colchester, 


LiveRPoot : ST. Pavt's Eve 7.30 p.m. Dinner. Debate on State Medical Service: 
Lonpon County Counci.—A.M.O.’s (Grade II} at (a) Archway Speaker for, Mr. Somerviile Hastings ; Speake 
: Hospital, Highgate, (6) Fulham Hospital, (c) Hackney Hospital, against, Dr. J. W. O’Donovan, M.P. 


(d) Highgate Hospital, (e) Mile End Hospital, (f) New End 


# Hospital, Hampstead, (zg) Norweod Children’s Hospital, (4) 
: Paddington Hospital, (2) St. George’s in the East Hospital, 
Wapping, ()) St:-Luke’s Hospital, $.W., St. Mary Abbots APPOINTMENTS : 
Hespital, Keusington, (J) St. Mary, Islington, (v7) St. Nicholas, Byrnxr, C. H. C., M.B., B.S.Lond., Certifying Factory Surgeon for 
Plumstead. the Stratton District, Cornwall. ; 
Lonpon Lock Hosprtat, 91, Dean Street, W.—H.S. to Male Lock Davies-THomas, MRCS., L.R.C.P., L.D.S. R.C.S.Eng, 
Hespital. Assistant Dental Surgeon, Children’s Hospital, Birmingham. 
Miopsesarovcn: Orwrsey Hosprtat.—H.P. (male, un- Perry, M. J. F-R.C.S., M.B., B.C.Cantab., Senior Surgeon 19 
married). British Hospital, Buenos Aires. 
HospitaL FOR Sick CHILDREN.—Hon. S. 
Queen’s Hosprrat FoR CHILDREN, Hackney Road, E.2.—(1) H.S. POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES 
(2) C.0. Lonnon Licur anpb Exvecrricat Criic, 42, Ranelagh Road, 
Raptum [nsrrrute, Riding House Street, W.1.—H.S. (unmarried). Wed., 8.30 p.m., Dr. A. Eidinow, Light Treatment. : 
RotHerHam Hosprrat.—cC.H.S. (male). Loxpon ScHoot oF St. John’s Hospital, Leicester 
, RowLey Recis Ursan Districr Councir.—Deputy M.O.H. and Square, W.C.2.—Tues., 5 p.m., Dr. H. W. Barber, Xanthoma, 
Assistant 5.M.O. (female). Herpes. Thurs., 5 p.m., Dr. K. Sibley, Electro-therapeutics, 5 
Royat Eartswoop Institution, Redhill.—J.A.M.O. (male, un- | Sr. Marx’s Hosvrrar, City Road, E.C.—Thurs., 4.30 
married). N. P. Henderson, The Technique and Interpretation of Batitim 
Eye Hosprtar, St. George’s Circus, S.E.1.—Three L.C.C. Enemata. 
Refraction Appointments. Liverpoot University Crinicat Scroor Anre-Narat 
Sr. Mary’s Hosprrar,. W.2.—Medical Registrar. Infirmary: Mon. and Thurs., 10.30 a.m, Maternity Hi al: 
Satvation ArMy.—Junior R.M.O, at the Mothers’ Hospital. Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., and Fri., 11.30 a.m. 
: SHEFFIELD: CHILDREN’S Hospitat.—(1) H.P. (2) H.S. and C.O. 
SHEFFIELD: Rovat [nereMary.—(1) Ophthalmic H.S. (2) Assistant 
Aural and Ophthalinic H.S. (3) Assistant C.O. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


Supin GOVERNMENT: WELLCOME TROPICAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES, 
Khartum.—Bactericlogist. 

Swansea GENERAL AND Eye Hosprtar.—C O. (male, unmarried). 

WINCHESTER: HampsHire County tlospirar.—H.S. (second). 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 9s., which sum. should be forwarded with the nom 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, ™ order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 

BIRTH 

Tnompson.—On December 18th, at Beechcroft Nursing Home ® 

Betty, wife of Dr. R. M. Thompson, Tamworth, a daughtet 7 


Mepicat REFEREE under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1925, for 
the Districts of Maidstone and Ramsgate (Circuit No. 49) and 
Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells (Circuit No. 56) County Courts. 
Applications to the Private Secretary, Home Office, Whitehall, MARRIAGE ite 
S.W.1, by January 16th. ———— Cuatiis—Jones.—On December 17th, 1931, at St. Elvan’s Church, 

This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement columns, Aberdare, by the Rev. Canon Lewis, assisted by the Rev. W, 

where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this John Humphrey Thornton, only son of Dr. and Mrs. Challis 

column advertisements must be veceived not later than the first Walthamstow, to Margaret, third daughter of Mr. and Mo 
post on Tuesday morning. Walter Jones of Aberdare. 
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